Press Information 

October 2011

UPPABABY, KIDDY AND PLUM BABY ARE REVEALED AS MOST COVETED 

LONDON BABY BUYS


Winners of Inaugural London Baby Directory Shopping Awards 2011 Announced

The Uppababy pushchair, Kiddy car seat and Plum Baby food are revealed to be among the baby brands most desired and valued by London parents in the first ever London Baby Directory Shopping Awards – the only awards to specifically address the unique needs of parenting in the capital.

Covering 33 categories, looking at every aspect of family life from travel through to feeding and maternity fashion, the Baby Directory Awards celebrate the products that London parents rated most highly thanks to their high performance, thoughtful design and stylish looks.

Clare Flawn Thomas, Editor of the Baby Directory explains:  ‘Parenting in London can  be stressful, but it really needn’t be.  Great nursery products can truly revolutionise family life.  Our awards are all about celebrating the products that solve everyday urban parenting issues in innovative, simple or stylish ways.

For 15 years The London Baby Directory has reviewed the best places to shop, great days out and fun activities, as well as co-ordinated thousands of independent reviews of everything from changing bags through to stair gates, using its unrivalled database of Baby Directory members.

Winners for the first year of the London Baby Directory Shopping Awards were selected by an experienced judging panel of journalist and retail experts (see Notes to Editors).

London Baby Directory Shopping Award Winners 2011 (see pages 82-97 of the 15th Edition):

	Category
	Winner

	Best From Birth Pushchair 
	Uppababy Vista

	Best Double Pushchair 
	Baby Jogger City Select

	Best Lightweight Buggy or Stroller
	Maclaren Techno XT

	Best From Birth Car Seat
	Maxi Cosi Pebble

	Best Car Seat from 9 Months
	Kiddy Guardian Pro Stage 123

	Best Car Seat from 4 Years
	Concord Transformer XP

	Best Carrier
	Ergobaby

	Best Cot
	Babylist

	Best Monitor
	Tomy Digital Plus

	Best Changing Bag
	Storksak

	Best Nursery Chair
	Olli Ella

	Best Sleeping Bag
	Bambino Merino

	Best Nursery Gadget
	Braun Thermoscan

	Best Reusable Nappy
	Bum Genius

	Best Disposable Nappy
	Naty Nature Babycare

	Best Training Pants
	Bambino Mio

	Best Baby Wipes
	Derma H2O

	Best Toiletries
	Little Me Organics

	Best Breast Pump
	Medela Freestyle

	Best Steriliser
	Avent

	Best Highchair
	Stokke Tripp Trapi

	Best Bottles 
	NUK

	Best Weaning Food
	Plum Baby

	Best Bouncer
	Baby Bjorn Babysitter Balance

	Best Play Gym
	Mamas & Papas Gingerbread Playmat

	Toys retailer(1-2’s)
	Lula Sapphire

	Toys retailer (2-3’s)
	ELC

	Toys retailer (3-5’s)
	Funky Moose

	Maternity Jeans
	Seraphine

	Nursing Bra
	Amoralia

	Maternity Evening / Occasion Wear
	Mamas & Papas

	Maternity Work Wear
	Eva Alexander
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Entering the 2012 London Baby Directory Shopping Awards

While this year Winners of the London Baby Directory Shopping Awards were selected by a judging panel, in 2012 the Awards will be opened up for brands to enter them selves and for parents to play a role in voting.

The awards will be unique in the nursery industry in not having an entry fee.

Results of the 2012 London Baby Directory Shopping Awards will be based on a combination of Facebook voting, reviews conducted by independent Baby Directory members (over 50% of the members have already signed up to be testers for the 2012 awards) and the views of the Awards Judging Panel.

Entry for the 2012 London Baby Directory Shopping Awards will open from 1 December 2011.  To find out more about the awards please go to http://www.babydirectory.com/general/londonbabyawards2012 or to register your interest send an email to editor@babydirectory.com.
Results coverage

Each category winner in the London Baby Directory Shopping Awards will receive:

· award logos that can be used on packaging and in all marketing activity

· coverage on the www.babydirectory.com site visited by 25,000 London-based parents every month

· and high profile display in the London Baby Directory (20,000 copies published), distributed annually to over 1000 retail outlets as well as private maternity hospitals and obstetricians and independent nursery schools 
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Clare Flawn Thomas, Editor, Baby Directory

editor@babydirectory.com

0207733 0088

07956 058 877

Notes to Editors:

The London Baby Directory Shopping Awards Panel

· Laura Lee Davies – a London parent of two.  Formerly Editor of Time Out London and of Thinkbaby.co.uk, she is an arts and parenting journalist. She writes for www.babydirectory.com, continues to contribute to Time Out London and is editor of www.supersavvyme.com, a lifestyle website for mothers of school-age children. She has written about, tested and reviewed hundreds of baby products for top parenting media for the past seven years.

· Clare Flawn Thomas, Editor, London Baby Directory – As Editor of London’s only dedicated parenting shopping guide for over eight years, Clare has an unrivalled knowledge of places, people and products in the nursery market.  She has also co-ordinated the testing of thousands of products with Baby Directory members giving her unparalleled insight into the baby products that London parents really rate

· Anita and Joey Worlidge, Founders of Babylist, shopping service – Anita and Joey  have over 15 years retail experience in the nursery industry having set up the phenomenally successful ‘Babylist’ personal shopping service for parents to be.  As well as being completely up to date on all the very latest and most innovative products in the nursery market, because of their in-depth relationship with parents, Joey and Anita have first hand feedback from parents about which products really work, which products particularly suit urban living and which brands are a pleasure for parents to deal with.

